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SUNDAY SERMONS
Sermon: “Lean not Unto Thine own 

Understanding” Proverbs 3:5-6

Church: New Song Church, 1308 

Triplett St.

Date: Sunday

Time: 10 a.m.

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Note: Thursday at 7 p.m. prayer, 

praise and youth service

Sermon: “Showing Up”

Church: Owensboro Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church, 910 Booth 

Ave.

Date: Sunday

Time: 10:30 a.m.

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Notes: Still promoting “Be Kind” 

signs; Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship at 9 a.m.

Sermon: Worship service

Church: Ridgewood Baptist Church, 

800 Carter Road

Date: Sunday

Time: 10:30 a.m.

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Note: Bible study at 9:30 a.m. 

Sermon: “John 20”

Priest: The Rev. Dr. David Carletta

Church: Trinity Episcopal Church, 

720 Ford Ave.

Date: Sunday

Times: 8 and 10 a.m.

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Note: Coffee fellowship at 8:45 a.m.

Sermon: “A Great War” Revelation 

12:1-4 

Church: Gracepointe Baptist 

Church, 2339 Parrish Ave.

Date: Sunday

Time: 10:30 a.m.

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Note: Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study at 6 p.m.

Sermon: “Blessed are the Believers” 

John 20:24-31

Church: Lewis Lane Baptist Church, 

2600 Lewis Lane

Date: Sunday

Time: 10:15 a.m.

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Note: Nursery provided

Sermon: “Experience Christ: See”

Church: Wesleyan Heights United 

Methodist Church, 1215 Scherm 

Road

Date: Sunday 

Time: 10 a.m.

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Note: Sunday School at 11:15 a.m.

Sermon: “Infallible Proofs” Luke 

24:13-48

Speaker: Jo Nicely

Church: House of Prayer, 2330 W. 

Seventh St.

Time: 10 a.m.

Date: Sunday

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Sermon: Service for the Word 

Worship with guest speaker Chris 

Tiahrt

Church: Faith Lutheran Church 

(ECLA), 2830 Frederica St.

Date: Sunday  

Time: 9:30 a.m.

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Note: Fellowship time after worship

Sermon: “Don’t Worry” Matthew 

6:25-34

Guest speaker: Pastor Jim 

Houtchen

Church: St. John’s United Methodist 

Church

Date: Sunday

Time: 10 a.m. 

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Sermon: “We all Experience 

Doubts”

Church: Blessed Mother Catholic 

Church, 601 E. 23rd St.

Date: Saturday

Time: 4 p.m.

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Sermon: “Believing Without Seeing 

is Faith”

Church: Blessed Mother Catholic 

Church, 601 E. 23rd St.

Date: Sunday

Times: 7 a.m., 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Notes: Religious education, RCIA 

and Youth Group in session

Event: “Peace, Presence and Person” 

John 20:19-31

Church: Woodlawn United 

Methodist Church, 1120 

Woodlawn Ave.

Date: Sunday

Time: 6:15 a.m.

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Note: For transportation on Sunday, 

call 270-683-9868; soup kitchen 

from 5:30-6:30 p.m.

MUSIC PROGRAMS
Event: Super Saturday Conference

Church: Next Level Church of God, 

2613 Cravens Ave.

Date: May 4

Times: 10 a.m. to noon (first 

session); noon to 1 p.m. (box 

lunch); 1 to 3 p.m. (second 

session)

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Note: Boxed lunch $5 per person

GUEST SPEAKERS
Speaker: Diving Mercy Sunday 

with the Rev. Thomas Petri

Church: Blessed Mother Catholic 

Church, 601 E. 23rd St.

Date: Sunday

Time: 1:30-4 p.m.

Who’s welcome: Everyone

Notes: The Rev. Petri co-host of 

EWTN’s radio’s The Church Alive”

Information to appear in the 

CHURCH BULLETIN must be 

delivered in writing to or received 

in the mail by the Messenger-

Inquirer newsroom by 5:30 p.m. the 

Wednesday before the Saturday 

of publication. Send information 

to news@messenger-inquirer.com 

and jnoone@messenger-inquirer.

com, or by mail to Features Editor, 

Messenger-Inquirer, P.O. Box 1480, 

Owensboro, KY 42302; or fax 270-

686-7868. This is a free service 

available to all church-related 

organizations. Notices must include 

a name and telephone number 

where further information can be 

obtained. 
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religious retreat, from 
across the United States 
— and even a few from 
other nations — have 
come to Saint Joseph’s 
Monastery to get away 
from the world’s hubbub 
so they can focus on their 
walk with Christ and 
renew their spirits. They 
are expected to observe 
quiet the same as their 
hosts.

A group of 14 
retreatants stayed at the 
monastery in February 
and wrote about their 
experience in a newsletter.

“The initial retreat 
schedule was met with a 
little trepidation by some 
of us,” the newsletter 
reported. “Not having any 
previous introduction to a 
genuinely contemplative 
lifestyle prompted 
thoughts of ‘That’s a lot of 
praying and silence. Can I 
do this?’

“After being in the 
chapel with the nuns that 
first day for the Liturgy 
of the Hours, the prayer 
times in the chapel 
became a high point for all 
of us.”

The women found it 
was “a grace-filled way to 
begin each day.”

And they enjoyed 
their “blessed silence,” 
during which they walked 
the grounds, prayed, 
reflected and read. 
They characterized the 
experience as “profound 
and moving.”

Christie Swanson, a lay 
Passionist who lives at the 
monastery, oversees the 
retreat house and is its 
watchdog of silence.

“Keeping an 
atmosphere of silence and 
prayer is very important,” 
Mother John Mary said.

“Retreatants come to 
the monastery to pray, 
rethink their lives and 
seek what God calls them 
to do. And they come to 
rest and “hear the voice of 
God,” Swanson said.

The retreat house 
contains 12 rooms with 
twin beds and a private 
bath. Monasteries are 
generally located in places 
of natural beauty. Rooms 
have large windows that 
overlook the meadow and 
lake or the woods.

Retreatants often see 
the nuns going about 
their daily chores, such as 
gardening, cleaning and 
cooking. While the nuns 
are silent in their work, 
“there is a communication 
of charity between the 
nuns and retreatants,” 
Swanson said.

The nuns welcome 
individuals, married 
couples and groups of all 
Christian faiths.

Individuals are asked 
to pay a retreat offering 
of $90 per night. Large 
groups pay a discounted 
rate. Three home-cooked 
meals per day are 
included with the stay.

The cafeteria features 

ceiling-to-floor windows 
that overlook a wooded 
area. Some tables with 
two chairs facing each 
other are available; 
however, many of the 
tables have chairs on one 
side only allowing guests 
to face a woods that runs 
along the back of the 
monastery.

Swanson explained: 
Sitting across the table 
from another guest may 
prompt speaking. Facing 
a serene view helps 
retreatants focus on 
serenity and silence.

The retreat also 
features a library, small 
chapel, conference room 
and gift shop. For those 
who love the outdoors, 
the grounds have several 
well-maintained walking 
trails, both paved and 
unpaved.

Retreatants and the 
public are welcome to 
attend Mass, liturgies and 
prayers.

“It’s like a piece of 
heaven,” Swanson said of 
the nuns’ singing. Visitors 
and retreatants often 
comment the nuns sound 
like angels.

The monastery’s 
chapel is roomy with long 
panes of stained glass 
and a soaring ceiling. 
Holy water flows from a 
fountain in the vestibule 
and runs the length of the 
center aisle to the altar.

Another perk for 
retreatants: Swanson 
posts the names of 
upcoming visitors so the 
Passionist Nuns can start 
praying for them before 
their arrival.

“(Retreat house 
guests) feel all that 
grace from the prayers,” 
Swanson said.

On the monastery’s 
website, the public can 
view retreatant reviews.

One guest wrote: 
“This has been one of the 
greatest weekends I have 
ever experienced! The 
grounds are absolutely 
beautiful and you feel like 
you are in another world 
— away from everything 
and as close to heaven as 
you can get on earth.” 

Renee Beasley Jones, 270-

228-2835, rbeasleyjones@

messenger-inquirer.com.
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and health through 
a specific worldview 
and Tradition, we also 
identify with and address 
different news stories at 
different times. That’s 
OK; there’s plenty of 
need to go around!

The National Day 
of Prayer is situated in 
this religiously powerful 
season and our social 
setting. The National Day 
of Prayer is designated 
by the United States 
Congress. 36 U.S.C. § 
119 says: “The President 
shall issue each year a 
proclamation designating 
the first Thursday in 
May as a National Day 
of Prayer on which the 
people of the United 
States may turn to God in 
prayer and meditation at 
churches, in groups, and 
as individuals.”

The modern law 
formalizing its annual 
observance was 
enacted in 1952 (signed 
by President Harry 
Truman) and amended 
in 1988 (signed by 
President Ronald 
Reagan.) Earlier days 
of fasting and prayer 
had been established 
by the Second 
Continental Congress 
from 1775-1783, by 
President John Adams 
in 1798-1799, and 
President Abraham 
Lincoln in 1863.

From ancient times, 
people of faith have 
loved their homelands. 
What began as, “O God, 
make us stronger than 
our attackers,” “Don’t 
strike us dead for our 
stupidity,” and “Give us 
all the stuff we need” 
evolved into three 
things espoused by the 
enduring Traditions 
of the world: 1) We’re 
all in relationship to 
each other. 2) There’s 
a tricky balance 
between personal and 
communal rights and 
duties that we must tend 
thoughtfully. 3) Our best 
ethics should inform 
our corporate actions — 

which also matter to the 
world at large.

Of course, people 
of faith are concerned 
for their nations! It’s 
where we live together. 
More than that, it’s 
key to our identities, 
our cultures, and our 
dreams of flourishing. 
We are fortunate to live 
in a country that doesn’t 
homogenize those things.

Prayer, that is, giving 
deliberate attention to the 
Mysteries of life, takes 
many forms including 
silent meditation. 
Clearly there’s more 
nonsense and chatter 
than needed out there; 
humans are good at 
filling the space around 
us with worry, gossip, 
rumor, fear, prejudice 
and condemnation and 
obscuring the Mystery 
that sustains us. But 
beyond our chatter, the 
Mystery of life remains 
a symphony of fierce 
beauty, love, ongoing 
change, and justice.

When we take time 
to “be still” and listen to 
that symphony, we’re as 
energized as when we 
observe our Tradition’s 
holy days. When we take 
time together to connect 
to that symphony, we also 
connect to each other.

There are several 
opportunities for 
engagement on the 
National Day of Prayer, 
Thursday, May 2. Two 
of them are: The Circle 
of Good News Bible 
Reading to be held at 
the Courthouse at 11:30 
a.m. (More details can 
be found online.) And 
an interfaith meditation 
to be held at the 
Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of 
Owensboro at 7:15 p.m. 
Of course, groups of 
friends and individuals 
can stop anywhere and 
pray or meditate for the 
wellbeing of our nation. 
There’s plenty of need to 
go around!

I’m convinced we’re 

better citizens for 
taking time together to 
remember our nation, 
and all it represents. 
Opening our spirits to 
One greater than any 
of us — greater than 
any theology or political 
orientation — combined 
with attention on our 
nation, opens the door to 
prayerful citizenship.

Prayerful citizenship is 
not about a specific issue 
or Tradition or agenda, 
but is about working for 
our nation with our spirits 
both open and connected 
to our neighbors.

Without being 
strident, let us be strong, 
prayerful citizens! May 
all hear the symphony of 
fierce beauty and love. 
May all live and practice 
their Traditions in peace. 
May justice characterize 
our land.

The Rev. Dr. Claudia 

A. Ramisch is the pastor 

of Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation of Owensboro.
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I
t is noteworthy that the disciples requested
of Jesus that He teach them how to pray.
These were religious men who had been

following Jesus for quite some time. How could
it be that they did not know how to pray? Don’t
we all pray, almost instinctively, every time we
have some crisis or serious felt need? Prayer is
virtually universal. Every culture has its forms
of prayer, and almost everyone instinctively says
something like “Dear God, help me through
this” in times of crisis.There is also the near-
universal clasping of hands in prayer and the
exclamations of “Oh my God” when we see
something horrific or are in crisis. Even many
of our everyday expressions contain a simple
prayer. “Goodbye” is etymologically connected
to the expression “God be with you,” just as
“adios” in Spanish literally means “to God.”
Many of us also utter prayers spontaneously in
times of joy or wonder, thanking God or
praising Him for a beautiful sunset or a blessed
turn of events. “Alleluia” is one such expression.
And sometimes there are cross-cultural
borrowings of prayer without us knowing it; the
Spanish word “ojala,” which means “hopefully”
is derived from the Arabic meaning “may God
will it.” Which brings us back to the disciples’
request. In answering their request, Jesus gave
them the Lord’s prayer, which tells us, among
other things, to pray that God’s will be done.
How do you pray? – Christopher Simon

Teach Us
How to Pray

“Lord, teach us to pray,
just as John taught his disciples.”
—Luke 11:1 NIV

Church
Directory

Include your church 

in the directory.

Call 270-926-0123

PRESBYTERIAN

BAPTIST CATHOLIC

First Presbyterian Church

1328 Griffi th Ave. 
270-684-1467

Sunday School: 9:30am 
Worship: 10:30am 

Pastor: Christine Coy Fohr

First Free Will Baptist

4314 W. 5th St.Road
270-684-8706 

Sun. 11am & 6pm & Wed. 7pm 
Pastor: Tim A. Hall 

www.owensborofwb.org

St. Stephen Cathedral
610 Locust St.

(270) 683-6525
Sat. Mass 5:00 pm

Sun. Masses 7 am, 9 am & 11 am

Pastor: Father Jerry Riney
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