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In the opening prayer for the Passionist Votive Mass of
“All Saints of the Congregation of the Passion,” the
Church places these words on our lips:

Lord, pour out on us the spirit of holiness
that is your gift to so many saints,
members of our Congregation.

May we come to know the love of Christ
that is beyond all knowing,

and be filled with the fullness of God.

The Passionist Congregation has an array of holy men
and women who lived the Passionist charism with heroic
virtue in the challenges of their time. Quoting Fr. Roger
Mercurio, C.P. we can “discover from their stories what
the memory of a crucified Christ meant for each one of
them. The stories of these great and little Passionists, the
veterans and the youthful, the mystics and apostles and
martyrs - their human but so inspiring stories are our
history, our patrimony. Taught by their examples,
encouraged by their experiences, the Passionists of today
can look to the future with hope that the same God who
was at work in them is at work in us.”

“The spiritual goods of the communion of saints [are]
the Church’s treasury.” catholic Catechism #1476 This treasury is
primarily the infinite merits of Christ. It includes the
prayers and good works of the Blessed Virgin Mary, as
well as those of all the saints who have been faithful to
Christ in this life. May we join the company of the blessed
one day in heaven!
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“l shall await each of you in Paradise.” We
have every reason to believe that these words
of our Holy Founder were fulfilled for our
beloved Sister Mary Bernadette of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, as she passed
from this life on October 16, 2008 after a long
illness. For years, Sister had longed for her
Divine Bridegroom to come and take her with
Him into the eternal embrace of our Heavenly
Father.

Sr. Mary Bernadette was just 3 weeks
short of her 96th birthday when she went
home to God, having lived 76 years in
religious life. She was the last of the original
founding group who came from the Passionist
Nuns’ monastery in Scranton, PA, in 1946, to
begin a new community in the diocese of
Owensboro. Truly, with her death, a chapter in
our community history has ended, and we
begin a new phase.

Because of her uncomplaining acceptance
of being bed-ridden and helpless for about 7
years, we believe Sr. Mary Bernadette
“graduated with honors” from the school of
suffering, and has joined the ranks of the
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to our Holy Founder, St. Paul of the Cross,
she fittingly died during the solemn novena before his feastday!
Not only has she seen the God whom she loved and served in
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